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OUR ELEVENTH YEAR. 



\yiTH our 13 s1 number, we closed the Tenth Volume, and 
with it we completed the first decade of our existence as 
an exponent of the God-Taught Truths of the Agaminta to the 
world. And we are now entering on our Eleventh Year, a Year 
of vast potentialities and possibilities, so far as we can look 
ahead. The Tenth Year saw a great many changes in the 
administration of the Journal, including a change in the 
personnel of its direction and management, as well as one in the 
editorial policy which, we trust in all meekness, may tend ts 
improve the utility of the Journal. In the middle of the Last 
Volume, the purchase of a new printing-press for the sake of the 
Journal, and the consequent change in its printer, publisher, and 
proprietor, resulted in its re-registry under the New Press L»w, 
and in an unavoidable delay in the publication of the Jotvnal for 
over four months, pending the formalities connected with such 
re-registry. Side by side with these changes, the name of the 
Journal was also altered into "The Light of Truth " or " The 
Siddhanta Dlpikl and Agamic Review ", in view of ths change 
of editorial policy which began with the last Volume, and which 
it has been decided to observe more systematically and austerely 
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from now. Our only prayer to the outside public is that it may 
continue to evince the same interest in matters spiritual as in 
the past, and support us in our undertakings botlf with its moral 
encouragement, and pecuniary help. We need not point out 
that ours is the only Journal extant devoted to an academic 
exposition *f the. tado-Dfa vidian culture in mil its phases, the 
philosophy and mysticism of the Agamanta, including its three 
branches, to wit, the Suddha-Saiva doctrine of the Sivadvaita- 
Siddbanta of Southern India, the Saiva doctrine of the Pratya- 
bhijna-Mahesvaras of Northern India, and the Vira-Saiva 
doctrine of the Vira-Mahesvaras, and the higher reaches of the 
Celestial Science or Prognostic Astronomy, so far as they have a 
bearing on mysticism. Consequently the scope of our Journal can 
in the main be summed up in the words “ Ethic and Theology", 
but it is ethic and theology as propounded in Agamic literature, 
be it Sanskrit or Indo-Dra vidian. Hence we make our appeal 
to all our brethren, Indian and European and American, in fact 
to all our well-wishers and friends, seen and unseen, to extend to 
us their cordiality by seeking to widen the circulation of our 
journal, and by actively helping to add to our subscribers. It is 
a pity that most of our subscribers do not seem to understand 
that our Journal is conducted at considerable pecuniary stress, 
and it is kept up solely with the object of upholding and ex- 
plaining the true doctrine that is at the back ,of the multiple 
religions and faiths that fill the minds of our Hindu brethren. 
We are prepared to recognise excellence everywhere, ever 
feeling that God makes Himself known to His children in mani- 
fold ways But real “ Knowledge of God ” which is “ Knowing 
Him inspirit and in truth” that is to say “ Seeing Him ” whilst 
hi 1 the* flesh, is something totally different from mere “intellec- 
tual Mtowledgd" of God's attributes and dispensation, and 
Wlatiomto Man. If there should be a rise in the number of our 
subscribers, it- is our intention to further enhance the usefulness 
of bur Journal, by enlarging its size, and by redoubling the 
amount of scholarship and the character of excellence in the 
handling of the usually scarcely-understood themes, such as 
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the mantra , fada and varna mysteries connected with the 
deeper teachings of the practical introspective Agamanta, and 
the like, themes which have heretofore not been properly 
explained, through lack of a sound knowledge of the contents of 
the Agamic literature. In this Volume, we have decided to take 
up for translation the Paushkara-Agama, which is an Upagama 
of the Paramesvara-Agama, the Saiva-Siddhanta-Dipika by 
Sambhudeva, and the Spanda-Pradipika of Utpalacharyn. The 
translation of Tirumantram of Tirumular and of other works will 
be continued, and as usual expository articles in connexion with 
the various phases and central teachings of the Agamanta will 
be published. The Magazine, as can be easily seen by our 
readers, is being placed on a more efficient footing than hitherto, 
and the editor is doing everything in his power to run it on 
strictly academic and mystic lines. Special care is being taken 
in the revision of articles for publication, and the maintenance 
of the avowed policy of the Journal as an expounder of the basic 
mysticism of the Saivagamas known as the Agamanta or 
Sivadvaita-Siddhanta. To sum up : this is the only organ of 
its kind in the whole world, being exclusively devoted to 
the unearthing, translation, and study of the Hindu mystic- 
scriptures which have been the delight of the Yogachiryas of 
Agamic antiquity, and no pains will be spared to make the 
Journal worthy of its policy and propaganda. 

The editor sends out his good wishes to all the subscribers 
of the Journal, on whom it essentially devolves to maintain its • 
upkeep, and to whom alone it is due that the Journal has thrived 
for the most part in the past, and requests them in the name of 
God to help the circulation of the Journal by seeking to introduce 
it into their circle of friends, acquaintances and brethren, so as to 
widen its financial status more and more. It is however not a 
good sign that some gentlemen of ample means and culture to 
whom the Journal has all along been supplied in the past, should 
have signified their intention to discontinue as subscribers, as 
soon as their previous arrears of subscription were required 
to be remitted, as a last resort. Every subscriber is requested 
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to remember that he is sending his mite only towards the main- 
tenance of Siva-kainiaryam which our Journal endeavours in 
plain words to accomplish manasd vdchd hastdbhydm. A greater 
merit can never exist than in serving the Lord, and it is the only 
ideal worth striving after, for, in the long run, it enables us to 
“find” Him, that is, when we have become “dead to the flesh" and 
are thus in a condition to rate the “ glitter ” of this bitter-sweet 
frapancha at its true worth. It rests with the Lord to make 
of a nobleman of sordid arrogance a galley-slave in the twinkl- 
ing of an eye, and we should all remember that the wealth which 
the Lord places in our hands for provisional use, and which He 
can take away without the least warning, is meant by Him as 
a means to improve the lot of His less-favoured children, and 
of those who have dedicated their lives to His glorification, and 
not as an engine of power to submerge actively or passively, 
positively or negatively, His less-favoured children and needy 
votaries into the slough of despond and destitution. The 
rich man is rich, because the poor man is poor and bullion is 
a constantly shifting factor. When a morbid endeavour is 
made to retain it in a particular quarter, and to add to it by a 
course of heartless suction of the poor, the innocent and the 
helpless, the rich man becomes what he is, and rolls, as the 
common saying goes, in wealth. He should beware lest a cata- 
clysm brews as a Divine intervention or Providence, to restore 
him to his senses, and pound down his consequential swagger 
begotten of his fatuous faith in the importance of his gold. But 
the true Agamantin regards his wealth as nothing else than 
the Lord's open gift, in view of his worthiness to keep it and 
spend it in His name. We will therefore request our sub- 
scribers, old. new and would-be, to support our undertaking, 
regarding it as Isvara-seva pure and simple, and regarding at 
the same time that our stay in this world is nothing more than 
a sojourn, and the bright sunshine of our apparent prosperity 
is merely the temporal environment which surrounds us as we 
speed on from the cradle to the grave. 



The Editor. 




THE CHIKURU GRANT. 



The set of copper-plates, on which the subjoined inscrip- 
tion is engraved, was secured for me for examination from a 
friend of his, by Mr. J. M. Nallasvami Pi]Jai, B.A., B.L., District 
Munsiff, Rajahmundry. Regarding these plates and of the 
site where they were discovered, he writes as follows : — “ The 
exact circumstances under which the copper-plates were found 
are not known. It is said that they were ploughed up a few 
years ago near the village of Sarabhavaram, some twenty miles 
north-west of Rajahmundry, and ten miles from the bank of the 
Godavari. Near the place where the plates were found, there 
appear to be the remains of several brick stupas of fair size, and 
about six or seven miles from it towards the Godavari, are more 
stupas on a hill overlooking a lake known as Nallakofa Ava, 
while on the Ramdurgam, a lofty hill that dominates the 
country, are the extensive remains of buildings which seem to 
have formed part of a monastery 

The set consists of three plates measuring 6" by 2" and of 
1/16" thickness ; when they came to me, the ring was uncut : 
it consists of a circular ring sealed with a lump of copper in a 
crude manner, and on this is struck with a die the emblem of the 
dynasty to which the grantor of the deed belonged ; : t is a 
conch shell standing in half relief from a countersunk surlace 
which has a circular border. The conch shell is preserved very 
well. The ring was cut by me and the impressions taken 
under my supervision. It is from these and the original plates, 
1 now edit the inscription, which is in an excellent state of 
preservation. 

The language of the record is Sanskrit prose. Ac the end 
of the inscription are the usual imprecatory verses, three in 
number. The alphabet closely resembles that of the early 
Kadamba plates published by Dr. Fleet in Indian Antiquary, Vol. 
VI, of the Kudgere plates of MSndhatrivarman (above, Vol. Vl. 
p. 12 j and of the Nilambur plates (above, Vol. VIII, p. 145;. 
The engraver employs both the looped and the curvilinear 
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forms of the consonant t ; eg-, the looped form occurs in Yayati 
in A 3, in kshatriyai in /. 4, in bhagavat astridas a in/. 6 ° vdpta 
in /. 7, in and in a rati in l. 8, in adhipati in /. 9, grdmyata- 
yukta in l. 9, in ajhdpayatyasti in /. 10, in djiiapti in /. 16, in 
mantra " in /. 20, bhavanti in /. 17, and in akshepta’ in l. 22 ; 
whereas the curvilinear variety is found in svasti in /. 1, in 
‘ prachynta in l. 4, "gitdtScsha in /. 8, in budiihyata in /. 14, etc. 
The letter kha is also written in two ways ; the usual form 
occurs in abhimiMa in /. 2, and the other variety in the same 
word occurring in /. 2. Very little difference is made between 
t and « ; compare, for instance, the n and t occurring in nirjjita 
in /. 8, in “yatHneka in /. 5, etc. Similarly tra in Jrutra in/. 15 
looks more like nr a In the word Yudhishfhira, both dh and fh 
resemble v. The engraving is executed very carelessly and 
there occur many instances of erasure ; for instance, there is a 
well-defined trace of a secondary 1 over p of the word para- 
mahesvara in /. 7. The letter sa occurring in vtsamdhyo “ in /. 6, 
has a big dot which resembles an anusvdra symbol. As in some 
other inscriptions, the dot evidently intimates us (sir) that the 
letter sa has to be dropped, as it was inadvertently engraved. 
There are also several cases of omissions which are either 
corrected in the text itself or noticed in the foot-notes. The 
rules of sandhi are often neglected, some consonants are doubled 
as in nirjjita in /. 8, dharmma in /. 4, murgga in /. 4, gurorm- 
mahesvarasya in /. 6, vargga in /. 8, etc. 

The inscription belongs to the reign of a king whose name 
and dynasty are not mentioned. He is simply described as the 
lord of Chikura-vishaya. He is said to be possessed of polite 
manners and modest character ; he had gained several victories 
in battles, was well-versed in all sciences, was following the 
foot-steps of the early kshatriyas like Uilipa, BhAgiratha, 
Vaiijya, Yayati, Rama, Ambarisha, etc ; was death to horses 
that confronted him in the battlefield ; was a great giver (of 
benefactions etc.), was a valiant soldier ; was skilled in arts 
was fuli of the sense of gratitude; was one who was unassailable, 
a great devotee of Mahesvara ; and who had befitted himself for 




